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The photovoltaic (PV) industrial production has been developed constantly in the last decades 

with a  about 50% growth per year. As a part of this process the PV thin-film  industry has 

grown, as well.  

A recent survey on the PV industry in the world is presented. In particular, it is emphasized 

the rapid development of the PV industry of thin films, which has been showing a constant 

and vigorous growth in the recent years. After is presented a technological panorama of the 

efforts of research and development realized in several academic institutions in Mexico. 

Are presented the results obtained by our group in CINVESTAV-IPN Unidad Merida, as a 

part of this efforts in developing a process for manufacturing  CdTe/CdS solar cells. This  

process is based on technologies that might be feasible of application in a PV Mexican 

industry. In particular, we report a solar cell with an area of 0.6 cm
2
 with an 12.9% efficiency. 

An analysis and a preliminary conclusions are done on the feasibility of an industrial 

photovoltaic development of thin films of CdTe/CdS solar cells in Mexico. 
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